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New Japanese Umbrella Combines Bio PE, Nonwoven, and Bamboo
Durability, Strength, Waterproof, UV Block Functions

Wﬁulﬂn‘l it ba better to enjoy those depressing rainy days? One pos-
gsible solution might just be that umbrella you use an such days.
For five years, Hiyoshiya Co,, Ltd., a producer and retaller of traditional
Japanese umbrellas (wagasa) with over 150 years of history, and Toyotsu
Chemiplas Corporation collaborated to develop “ryoten,”" a new type of
umbrella that is naither Japanese nor Western. Although the structure is
that of a wagasa, this new type of umbralla cambines a fabric produced by
laminating polyethylene (PE) produced from sugar cana with a nonwavan
fabric, and uses a framework of bamboo, Conventional wagasa, which use
Japanese paper, are difficult 1o use on rainy days, but the canopy baing
made of bio PE, the new umbrella can be used In the same manner as a
Western umbrella. The aluminum sliding handle alse contracts, so the um-
brella iz compact and can be carried Inside one's bag.

Compact Design Allows for
Carrying in a Bag

aday, the uss of wegaza 3 Imited o when wearnng tra-
T diliaral Japaness clothing or during traditional events.
Morsnwar, hase are only macke by a tow procucers o a lim
ilac numbar of areas, including Gify, Kyotz, Kanazaws, To-
tar. ard Tokushima, wihike Hiyoshiva s e anly maker laft e
Byata, At its height, however, manz than 10 millkar wagasa
wiry produced sach year in Japan a5 a0 easantial cally e,
Az tha anly remairing traditional makar of wagasa in Kyolo,

Hew “ryoten" Designed
Under the Concept of
“Tradition, Design, and
Ecology"

Hiviaehing was lacad with Slosing its doars 13 vears ago, &8
that times, Kotaro Mishinon, president of Hivashiyva, had lef
his job B3 & owil servant io become a weagssa maksr and re-
structure Hiyosbeya, snich Bedanogad B his wile's Tamily. Sinco
taking over as the fifth owrsarn, he has spent the past 13 years
workirgg o lead the Dusiness, with s mora tharn 150 vears of
Rlstary, Aand ks trackticeal coaft inka & new 30e

From this situation, ryoten, an umbesla that is rathar Jap-
anese nor Waslern, but rather cambinas the featuras of both,
was hionn,

Under the concept of “Tradition, Design, sand Frology,”
b, Mishibor spent Tve yoars developing @ new wagasa thal
wiidld be wssd noemaly i today's Ifestylas, He had a specific
regson far including the corcapt of ecalogy in tha proect.

Accarding 1o & plaslics industry cwgarl, neacky 50 milian
pastin umbrellas are impored from Ching each year, and of
thess naary 70 milion are discarosd 8= trash each yaar. Plas-
Lic wmbredlas arg flegally disvarded ab train stations and pubtdic
faciities, and because these are amost all buried In landfis
by local autharitiss, this issue has become a saricus objsct of
pubdic corcarm. Morecvar, many of tha Chiresa mads trans-
parant umbralas labsaled as polvethylane are actually mace of
palyviryl chloride (PYZ), & wwps of false labaling that is ram-
pant IFal 7O misar of laday's disgposabla rarsparant urm-
bralas were raplaced with tio PE, for example. the umarsila
Sarapy alons would raduce GOy, emissions by 20,030 tans
2ach yaar

This new umaralla, rycten, with its bambao framasork
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& Types of Design, from Basic Black to Floral and Modermn Patterns

and emvironmeantally-triencly sugar cane based Lo PE used
io reglace problemetizc PYE and PE, haa sufficient atrengih,
durabilily, watarproofness, and UY blocking functions to
hande cveryday use. The diametar is 820 mm with an outer
rio langth of 418 mm. The band's has a maxime lengih of
EBRS Mo &0 3 mininmoei 'r_':'lu'_f'. of 542 rrems, Tha umibeelay rmay
terals molude bamhon, hio PR, polyastes (nomeneen faheg)
elurninum, wood, and symithatc lsather,

Eiven its wagasa structure, rvolen has several lealures.
Cma aof thieas is thet the wet fabro will not bother peaple. The
rapstel for Lhis Fas in tha structurs, inowhich the larges rombar
Gl weEass nios, rougnly 33-F0, arg an the oulsice when okdod
g0 that the fabric iz on the irside, forming asingls pole whan
falded. This i nol posshble with Westarm ombrallas,

ne latsst converting technologiss. materials, and pro-
T{ZEEEH‘S arg also usad in the groduclion of ryoten. In
general, the proguction Erocess includes “ramesweark praduc-
tian” "material laminaton” and "acdhasar of the fabis 12 tha
bamizoo framework.”

Sirat, a single plece of
bamboc is =olit imto equsl
parts o produca the bam-
bion ribs called outer ribs
ard irmar ribs, After dyaing
thigsa Dlack. tha nbs ars
tlanl together using & single

e catton thread to produce

Case CGan be Held by Hand

Ipictured) or Hung on One’s
Shoulder

an umbralla ramesonk
that cam be aopersed and
closed.
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2WAY CASE (left) and Gift Bag
Provided on Purchase

Feasl, "MILIFE" & JX Nigporn Qi & Enargy Corparation
ninrweven fabrle, i Eminated with a Gio CL fim shaal, The
bic PE i= & P= made from sugar cane and s suppied by Bra-
zil basag Braskem 54, cra of the largest chemizal comps-
ries In South Armedcs, and cbtained by Tovolsu Chamiplas o
the Towota Tsusho Group. J-Film Garporstion then fonms the
bin PE into sheeds

Tha fabriz dy=ing technolngy used to express the aml-
ish desions of ryotan was developed through 2 colahorston
betaeaen the Byoto Munico Institute of industrisl Techno!-
ogy and Culture, ard Magaae & Coo Lid. 88 a dyelng mathnd
suited fo the matarial,

Moreover, before adhering the faghic Lo the bamboo
frameweork, the fzbrc surface undergoss & norona trestmeant
o increases the adhesivenass

Thare ara six vpes of rectan dasign, Tha umbrella has
Figh gasignabifty, including a basic blzck design, mcderm di-
sigres, and pink and grasn fower patterns, Accorging o Siver
Frarz, creative direcior ol silent., the umbrella’s desigrarn, ro-
tan i= made af & single shest, =0 comprahensve deians am
poggible, sermathing hat = difficult with Western umbrellas
Az such, bis designs emphasize this aspec,

The umbralla al=o comes with 2 2WAY CASE for hand and
shollger canmying

The umiarella was first released for sake at the ord of May
at Takashimaya depariment storss (Mihonoashi, Shinjukog,
Yokoharra, Magoya, Dsaka, $yola) and is now availabla
trroughout Japan. Umbrelas can also be ardered fhraugh e
camparny's hamegags.
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