New Life to Tradition

A talk with Mr. Kotaro Nishibori,
5th generation head of Hiyoshiya

apanese umbrellas have long been an essential tool for traditional

Japanese cultural life, especially in the tea ceremony. Today,
sadly, old-style Japanese umbrellas have almost vanished from daily
life. Until the early Meiji period, all umbrellas used in Japan were
made from bamboo and washi Japanese paper. In those days, there
were about 200 umbrella shops in Kyoto. Today, there is only one left;
Hiyoshiya. This month, KVG spoke with Mr. Koichiro Nishibori, the
5th generation president of Hiyoshiya.
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Nishibari's attitude 15 different from general
craftsman, It is of course impaortant as a
crafisman to master and produce the best

Japanese washi paper werg used 10 create a
completely new form of stylish lighting
Kotan recewed an award
prestigious design
This
wants 1o cre
hination of traditio
als and mogern de

Japan's maost

15 @ great exampie

te: a funct

“To raspect and preserve tradition 1s more
necessary today than ever belo And to
hings which i

5 equally impo

of my generation "

finterview and text by Aya Okubo, KVG ed-
torftransiator)

HATONER

Hiyoshiya is located on the south side of Teranouchi,
east ol Horikawa (just in front of Hokyo-ji Temple;
map B, e-2, pg 12); Tel; 441-6644; info@

Wagasa.com; wWww, wagasa.com
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[ Experiences
Umbrella studio visit: Mt
Nishibori provides detailed
instructions on the history of
Japanese umbrellas and how 10
make them Mini umbrella making experience:
During their visit, people can leam how to attach
washi paper to the bamboo “bones™ used in old
umixellas - Pleass enquire for details. Reservation

d for both exp 85,




